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The Republic of Costa Rica is the jewel of Central America that 
has coastlines on both the Pacific and Caribbean.  It boarders 
Nicaragua on the north and Panama on the south.  The climate 
of Costa Rica is ideal year long and it is known for its immense 
biodiversity of huge rainforests and towering mountains with 
incredible vistas.  It provides home to huge quantities of wild-
life including spectacular bird species, monkeys, frogs, snakes 
and other wildlife including anteaters and sloths.

Springtime is an ideal time to photograph wildlife in Costa Rica 
as birds are nesting with their spectacular and vibrant breeding 

colors that will amaze you.  Tanagers, Honeycreepers, Toucans, 
Parrots, Woodpeckers, Flycatchers, Trogons, Aracari, Cuckoos, 
Macaws, Hummingbirds, Owls, Hawks and the huge King Vul-
ture will be some of the many bird species available to photo-
graph.  However, the most spectacular bird, and one that all 
photographers search for is the Resplendent Quetzal that is 
found at higher mountain altitudes. Both the male and female 
Quetzal are beautiful and active during the breeding season.

Frogs such as the striking Red Eyed Tree Frog and a variety of 
smaller but distinctive frogs include the collection of Poison 
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Dart Frogs and the transparent Glass Frog.  These frogs 
will be seen and photographed when the group visits 
the rainforest lodge.  During the duration of the trip, 
reptiles such as the Pit Viper and other snakes normal-
ly are found.  In addition, monkey species including the 
Howler, Spider, White Faced and Squirrel are present 
throughout Costa Rica.

The tour encompasses visiting three lodges.  They 
have been specifically selected based on successful 
experiences photographers have had on previous trips 
to Costa Rica with Natures Tapestry Photo Adventure 
Tours.  All the lodges are in different parts of the coun-
try to maximize opportunities to see the incredible  
diversity Costa Rica has to offer.

On arrival day in San Jose and the 
night prior to departure, all guests 
will be staying at a resort situat-
ed on the lowland mountains 
overlooking San Jose, provid-
ing a spectacular view of the  
city.  The hosts of the resort 
are terrific “Ticos” (people of  
Costa Rica), who will welcome 
the group and make the stay 
memorable. 
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The Costa Rica tour adventure has 
been designed by Judy Lynn and 
Gary Malloch.  Both are wildlife pho-
tographers who specialize in putting 
together tours for adventuresome 
photographers. Even those who 
are not photographers can join the 

group to experience a “once in a life-
time” opportunity to see life in the 
wild.  Rare and uniquely different 
bird, animal and reptile species will 
be absolutely amazing.  Judy Lynn 
and Gary have taken wonderful 
people on tour to Costa Rica for over 
ten years and are very experienced 
in traveling the country.

Your Hosts
Guiding will be provided by our bilingual 
naturalist who knows every bird, frog, 
animal and reptile found in the country.  
He is well respected in the guiding com-
munity and a very experienced wildlife 
photographer as well. Nature’s Tapestry 
Photo Adventure Tours has been work-
ing with this tour guide for many years 
and we consider him a great friend.
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DAILY ITINERARY HIGHLIGHTS

Day 1 – March 30, 2023
Departure from home and arrival in 
San Jose.  Pick up at the airport and 
transfer to the first-class resort for the 
night.  Time to check equipment and 
then relax.  There will be opportunities 
to take scenic photos of the spectac-
ular city of San Jose in the expansive 
valley below the hotel gardens. Bed, 
dinner, and breakfast included.

Day 2, 3 – March 31 - April 1, 2023
Up early and pack up for departure.  
After breakfast the group will depart 
for the high Talamanca Mountains to a 
lodge where the group will be looking 
for the Resplendent Quetzal over two 
days stay. The male Quetzal is spectac-
ular to film and even better if you are 
fortunate enough to get a shot of him 
in flight.  Other birds such as the Fiery 
Throated Hummingbird and many tan-

agers are found in this location.  The 
group will make several expeditions 
out to the Quetzal nests in the forests 
as well as enjoying shooting from a 
hide to photograph other birds.
Bed, breakfast, lunch, and dinner at 
this lodge. 

Day 4, 5 – April 2, 3, 2023
After breakfast and pack up, depar-
ture to the next lodge.  This will be 
a longer drive to the costal rainfor-
est area. The interesting journey 
will take the group back through the  
center of San Jose and down the moun-
tains towards the Caribbean coast. 
Spectacular sights on the two-lane 
highway winding down the mountains 
through a large national park will keep 
one focused on the incredible scenery.  
Lunch will be at a well-known restau-
rant on the way to the lodge.

On arrival and check in, guests can 
walk around the Lodge grounds and 
look for birds and frogs to film.  In the 



evening, there will be an opportunity to 
practice your skill at macro photography 
taking shots of the Glass Frog through 
diffused background light using large 
fronds of vegetation.  Guests can also 
photograph a wide variety of birds that 
come to a huge feeder that is off the 
restaurant area of this location. Other 
additional surprises will await guests as 
well!  Bed, breakfast, lunch, and dinner.

Day 6, 7, 8 – April 4, 5, 6, 2023
After lunch on April 4, the group will 
travel to the next lodge that is located 
inland towards the northern part of 
Costa Rica, not far from the Nicaraguan 
border. The drive will be very interest-
ing as the trip will travel through mas-
sive pineapple and banana plantations.  
Monkeys and sloths are often seen on 
this drive.  

On arrival at the lodge, the group will 
get checked in and then have dinner.  
This evening, the first special event will 
be an opportunity to film bats at night.  

This will require a macro lens as one will 
be able to get quite close to the bats as 
they fly around searching for food. 

The next morning, tripod set up off 
the restaurant covered deck can be 
done.  It is a good idea to get up as 
early as possible prior to breakfast to 
photograph all the birds that come 
to the feeders to capture them in the 
great morning light. Toucans, Tana-
gers, Woodpeckers, Honeycreepers and 
many other species are found here.  On 
one of our days here, the second spe-
cial event will occur when guests will be
taken to a special hide to shoot 
the King Vulture This lodge is a very 
special place to get tons of wonderful 
images.  Make sure you have lots of  
cards!

After lunch on April 6, the group will  
depart for the trip back to San Jose and 
overnight at the special resort every-
one stayed at the first night of the tour.
Bed, breakfast, lunch, and dinner.
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Day 9 – April 7, 2023
After a leisurely breakfast guests will pack up 
and be transported to the San Jose airport for  
the trip back home. Bed and Breakfast.

TOUR COST
 
Cost of the Nature’s Tapestry 
Photo Adventure Tour to Costa 
Rica, March 30-April 7, 2023, is  
US$ 5,750 per person sharing a dou-
ble room.  Single supplement is an 
additional US$ 700.

Initial deposit in the amount of  
US$ 3,000 is due when you make 
a commitment to come on the 
tour. Final balance of tour cost or  
US$ 2,750 will be due on or before  
January 15, 2023.

Nature’s Tapestry always attempts 
to restrict the group to six guests as 
this size allows for better opportuni-
ties for all people to get many great 
shots of all wildlife encountered on 
the tour.
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WHAT THE TOUR COST INCLUDES
                                   

•  All overnight accommodations based on double occupancy all rooms have private 
bathrooms.  

•  All meals either at each lodge or restaurants while transferring from lodge to lodge.
•  All in-country transportation in either a large passenger van or a small bus (tourist 

type). Both are comfortable and air-conditioned vehicles.
• All fees for special activity at lodges or surrounding locations.
• Photo assistance when requested
• Any photo presentations. 

WHAT THE TOUR COST DOES NOT INCLUDE

• International airfare from your home departure to San Jose, Costa Rica and return.
•  Personal items such as laundry service, internet service if charged (some lodges 

do not have internet availability). 
• Passport fees, visas or airport exit fees.
•  Service gratuities at the lodges.  Any gratuity is at your discretion and not required 

except for the principal guide.  Generally, each guest will contribute $100, and it 
will be collected by Gary Malloch and presented on behalf of the guests to the 
guide the last dinner of the tour. 

• Trip cancellation and medical coverage insurance.  Recommend for all guests.
• Special medication or shots for traveling to Costa Rica.
• All alcoholic beverages and purified water for personal use.
• Snacks or items for personal consumption.
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      OTHER INFORMATION

• General information on what to bring 
on tour to Costa Rica will be sent out 
approximately 60 days prior to the tour 
start date.  Such items will include type 
of clothes to bring, camera and lenses 
and peripheral gear.  In addition, general 
personal items found to be useful will be 
noted.
• It is highly recommended to purchase trip can-
cellation and medical insurance for your personal pro-
tection to cover any unforeseen event on the tour.  Travel 

insurance usually covers trip cancellation, delays, lost bag-
gage, etc. while medical insurance covers any medical issue 
you may encounter on your trip. This type of insurance can be 
readily researched on the internet as there are many reliable 
companies offering this service.  It is recommended to review 
the claims experience people have had as it often is a good 
gauge of the company should you have to make a claim.
• Passports need to be up to date with a minimum of six 
months validity left prior to expiry date.  Also, it is very im-
portant to insure there are at least 2 pages of blank VISA 
pages at the end of your passport.  Please make sure you do 

not confuse VISA pages with ENDORSEMENT pages 
as they are two completely different items.

• Review and update any health shots with 
your doctor that you may need for traveling 

to Costa Rica.  Your Dr. should know what 
you need, but if he does not, call your local 
health department for advice.  Of course, 
you should have had by now all the ap-
propriate Covid 19 shots.
• All guests that come on any tour  
offered by Nature’s Tapestry Photo Ad-

venture Tours are required to read and 
sign Disclaimer and Assumption of Risk 

documents.  These forms will be sent to you 
once you commit to the tour.

• Remember that you do not need to be a pho-
tographer to come on our tours.  It doesn’t matter if 

you are a novice or a pro or just using your iPhone.  You 
are welcome to join our tours. 
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NATURE’S TAPESTRY JLM, LLC, DBA:  
NATURE’S TAPESTRY PHOTO ADVENTURE TOURS,  

IS REGISTERED WITH THE STATE OF FLORIDA  
AS A SELLER OF TRAVEL,    

REGISTRATION NO. ST39587

All photos are protected by U.S. copyright laws and may not be used 
for personal, commercial, or educational purposes without contacting 
us to obtain written permission.  Acknowledging the source of the 
copyrighted photo does not substitute for obtaining permission. 

Please give us an indication of your interest 
in this tour as soon as possible as bookings 
are tight for accommodations currently 
and reservations  will have to be made to  
ensure we have space in each Lodge.  Costa 
Rica is a wonderful place to visit and photo-
graph wildlife.  Guaranteed you will want to 
come back!!

CONTACT INFORMATION

NATURE’S TAPESTRY JLM, LLC
Judy Lynn and Gary Malloch
Email:  gnmalloch@gmail.com
Phone :  561 756-0341
WhatsApp :  +1 561 756-0341


