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NATURE’S TAPESTRY
PHOTO ADVENTURE TOURS  

will be returning on tour to Brazil’s Pantanal 
October 17-30, 2023, for 14 days of exciting 

opportunities to film wildlife.  Travelling time 
to and returning home is included in the  

overall timing of the tour. The Pantanal tour 
has been a favorite of photographers and 

visitors for many reasons but mainly for the 
incredible abundance of unique wildlife that 

exist in this special part of the world.
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The sprawling Pantanal region of Brazil encompasses 42 mil-
lion acres and is the largest tropical wetland in the world.  It 
sprawls across three South American countries, Bolivia, Brazil 
and Paraguay.  This concentrated region presents opportunities 
to capture photo images of wildlife not often found in other 
places on this planet. Here nature is still pristine and untouched 
over vast areas.   Because Brazil is in the Southern Hemisphere, 
springtime occurs in the Sept-Oct time period exactly when this 
tour will take place.

The tour will concentrate on visiting two Brazilian states.  First 
is Mato Grosso Do Sul.  This area is where the Southern Pan-
tanal is located, and it contains many huge cattle ranches.  It is  
sparsely populated but is home to many species of wonderful  
birds and other stunning, unique wildlife.  You can be assured to 
see the Hyacinth  Macaw, the largest macaw. This is the  
only location in the world where this magnificent macaw  
is found. Other bird species include the huge and  
elegant Jabiru Stork, Toucans, Sunbitterns, Giant Rheas,  

Serliema, Southern Screamer, Plumbeous Ibis, Amazon and 
Ringed Kingfisher, Aracari, Guans, Curassow, Parrots of all kinds, 
Owls and the exceptional Agami Heron with its long beak and  
colorful plumage.  If this list isn’t enough, unique mammal species  
include Capybara (largest rodents in the world), Peccary (wild boar), 
Giant Anteaters, Tamanduas (smaller anteater) Monkeys, Crab  
Eating Fox, Armadillos, Agouti, Coati and many more.



Once the Southern Pantanal portion 
of the tour has been completed, de-
parture to the second Brazilian state 
of Mato Grosso in the Northern Pan-
tanal will take place. The Northern 
Pantanal is completely different from 
the Southern Pantanal. Here trav-
el when touring will be in riverboats 
on the Cuiaba River for most of the 
days, searching for the elusive Jaguar.  
These strikingly beautiful wild cats 
are enormous and incredibly strong.  
They can jump off the river’s edge, 
grab a resting Caiman, and take it up 
the steep riverbank disappearing into 
the thick underbrush. Seeing the Jag-
uar in its natural environment is one 
of the highlights of this tour.  How 
can one forget the first time a Jaguar 
is found on the river in the Pantanal.  
It is unforgettable!  Other species 
to see here include the Giant Otter, 
Monkeys, hawks, falcons, kites, Ca-
racara, vultures all types, Kingfishers,  
Hummingbirds, Woodpeckers, Jaca-
mar, Motmot, Scarlet Headed Black-
bird and parrots of many kinds. If 

fortunate, the huge and dreaded  
Anaconda snake can be spotted!

This part of the tour will encompass 
short walks, minibus travel, safari 
drives during the day and early eve-
ning and many riverboat trips. Pho-
to opportunities exist with planned 
outings at each lodge.  In addition, 
when travelling between lodges 
many birds and animals will be seen 
to photograph. All the lodges have 
been selected for their location and 
the greatest accessibility to maximize 
photo opportunities. The lodges are 
comfortable with good food and es-
pecially important, air-conditioned 
rooms.

Air travel to Brazil will originate from 
your home city of departure to Sao 
Paulo (Campinas) in Brazil. From 
Campinas you will take a short flight 
to Campo Grande, the principal city in 
the state of Mato Grosso do Sul.  Here 
the bi-lingual guide will meet arriving 
guests and transport the group to the 
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first lodge in the Southern Pantanal.  After com-
pleting this portion of the tour, the group will 
depart Campo Grande and fly to Cuiaba in the 
Northern Pantanal to complete the second por-
tion of the tour.  We will stay overnight in Campo 
Grande and continue the tour of the Northern 
Pantanal the next morning on arrival in Cuiaba.  
At the end of this portion of the tour, all guests 
will be transported back to Cuiaba, check in for 
the flight back to Campinas and then check in 
for the flight back home.
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The Pantanal tour has been designed and conducted by Judy Lynn and 
Gary Malloch.  Both are wildlife photographers who specialize in putting  
together tours for adventuresome people who want to experience a 
“once in a lifetime” opportunity to capture images of rare and unique-
ly different bird, animal and reptile species. Both Judy Lynn and Gary 
have conducted the Pantanal tour various times and feel that it is one 
of their favorite locations to visit.

Your Hosts
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The following daily itinerary  
highlights the activities of the tour:

DAY 1 – OCTOBER 17
Overnight flight to Brazil, landing in 
Campinas (Sao Paulo) in the early 
morning of Oct 18. 

DAY 2 – OCTOBER 18
On arrival of the overnight flight to 
Campinas in Brazil, the group will need 
to make the domestic connection to 
Campo Grande.  The flight takes about 
an hour to the closest city that is the 
gateway to the Southern Pantanal.   
Here the bi-lingual tour guide will meet 
us. He will be with us throughout the 
tour.  Once baggage and gear are load-
ed, the group will head out to the first 
lodge in the Southern Pantanal. The 
drive goes through rural scenery on a 
main highway and eventually into the 
ranch land of the Pantanal where the 
first lodge is located.  It is in an area 
formed by typical Pantanal vegetation 
mixed with vegetation of the Brazilian 
savannah.  Here ponds are interspersed 

with forests and plains and makes it 
ideal for photographing the incredible 
species of birds that call this location 
home. A major river, the Aquidauana, 
flows through the area as well.  Once 
settled into the rooms, lunch will be 
served.  Guest can stroll through the 
grounds for photo opportunities.  In the 
afternoon the first drive will head out in 
search of wildlife from the surrounding 
area. All the drives are in an open vehi-
cle. Photo opportunities exist for taking 
pictures of giant anteaters, tamandu-
as, Cayman, capybara, monkey, crab 
eating foxes, various armadillos, deer, 
peccary, Jabiru storks and the incredi-
ble hyacinth macaws, plus many other 
species of birds.  Dinner and overnight 
at this lodge.

DAY 3 – OCTOBER 19
Today the group will experience an ear-
ly morning and late afternoon drive in 
search of wildlife that is so abundant in 
this location. Again, time can be spent 
at the lodge feeder and walking around 
the lodge grounds where encounter 



with astonishing wildlife will amaze you. 
Breakfast, lunch and dinner as well as 
overnight lodging will be provided at this 
exciting place with wonderful staff. 

DAY 4 - OCTOBER 20
After breakfast we will take one last open 
vehicle drive in this area.  Lunch will be 
served. Once packed up, the group will 
depart for our next lodge further into the 
Southern Pantanal.  On arrival and check 
in at this famous lodge, rooms will be  
assigned and once everyone is ready,  
dinner will be served.  Walking around 
the lodge property presents many photo 

opportunities.  Overnight at this lodge.

DAY 5 – OCTOBER 21
After breakfast and once gear and luggage 
has been loaded into the vehicle, the group 
will leave and drive to a special event in-
cluded on the tour.  Buraco das Araras (the 
hole of the Macaws) is a unique and very 
special place to visit.  What makes this lo-
cation so special is that it is a huge sink-
hole that occurred on a family farm. It has 
a circumference of 500 meters and 124 
meters deep. Over the years an ecosys-
tem developed in the interior of the sink-
hole. Remarkably the sinkhole has trees 

and a small lake complete with algae and 
fish that have developed over the years.  
The walls of the sinkhole are a photogra-
phers delight as they house bats, owls, and  
macaws.  The Green wing Macaws are the 
primary inhabitants of the sinkhole, and 
they continually fly back and forth across 
the sinkhole, landing on ledges of the  
depression walls.  Great way to practice 
your flight shots!  Sufficient time will be 
spent here to take shots from two sides of 
the sinkhole where they have construct-
ed platforms to photograph from. Once  
finished filming the macaws the group 
will move on to another local lodge for a  
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special lunch.  It is a great place to relax 
and rest up.  After lunch, travel back to 
Campo Grande and overnight at a hotel lo-
cated close to the airport.

DAY 6 – OCTOBER 22
After breakfast the group will depart 
for the airport for the one-hour flight to 
Cuiaba, the capital of Mato Grosso and the 
gateway to the Northern Pantanal. Once 
arriving at Cuiaba our driver will meet the 
group, load up the gear and then head out 
on route for the Northern Pantanal.  Leav-
ing the airport, the route will take us for 
a short time on local highways through 
towns until the famous Transpantaneira 
Highway with its famous overhead sign 
appears.  This is a great place to take group 

photos!  The drive on the road to the lodge 
will take about 2 hours.  On the way to the 
lodge, frequent stops will occur on the 
road to take shots of wildlife that is plenti-
ful.  On arrival, all guests will check in and 
unpack luggage and gear. Time will allow  
to walk the lodge area to take photos.  This 
lodge used to be a traditional cattle ranch 
but today it is an eco-lodge on 3,500 hect-
ares of flooded land situated at the end of 
the Pixaim River.  At this point our group is 
deep into the Northern Pantanal.  Tomor-
row boat safaris on the river to shoot a 
variety of raptors and many other exciting 
birds will be a feature to look forward to. 
The guides on the river safaris are excep-
tionally good at spotting.  All meals and 
lodging are of course included.

DAY 7 – OCTOBER 23
This day will be very exciting on the Pixaim River taking boat safaris in the morning and 
afternoon.  All kinds of wading birds, raptors, and various species of Kingfishers plus 
Giant Otters will be available to film from the boat.  Exciting time will be had on the two 
boat rides.  Time can be spent on the lodge grounds where Hummingbirds and Toucans 
have been seen on previous occasions. There may also be an opportunity to partici-
pate in a night photo shoot of an ocelot located in the forest just off a path close to the 
lodge. Overnight at the lodge.  Breakfast, lunch and dinner included.
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DAY 8 – OCTOBER 24
After lunch, the last boat safari at this location will take 
place where more incredible wildlife will be seen.  De-
parture for Porto Jofre after lunch, again travelling on 
the Transpantaneira Highway for about 3 hours.  Porto 
Jofre is the end of the Transpantaneira Highway.  How-
ever why they call the road a Highway is a misnomer.  
It is a dirt road that is not in perfect shape with lots of 
small bridges to cross.  On our way to Porto Jofre stops 
will be made to film any wildlife that can be seen close 
to the road.  Often Tapir and Giant Otters have been 
seen along with many other species of birds. Arrival at 
the hotel late will be late in the afternoon.  Dinner and 
overnight at this hotel.

DAY 9 – OCTOBER 25
After breakfast the most exciting part of the tour begins.  All of our 
daily excursions, both morning and afternoon, will be on river boats 
travelling the Cuiaba River.  On these trips one will be able to get 
very close to Giant River Otters hunting for fish, relaxing on the riv-
erbank, or just cruising on the river.  Often, Capibara can be seen on 
the riverbanks.  But the most important sighting will be the incredi-
ble Jaguar.  They can be walking along the riverbank, on the side of 
the bank of the river or relaxing on many of the sandy beaches along 
the river, or even aggressively hunting for Cayman.  This is a once in a 
lifetime experience to see and film the Jaguar.  End of the afternoon 
the boats will return to the dock of the hotel, and time to get ready 
for dinner.  Early to bed and up early for more river excursions to-
morrow.  Breakfast, lunch and dinner is included at this lodge. 

DAY 10 – OCTOBER 26
On the second day at this lodge, departure will again be shortly  
after breakfast beginning the morning river cruise searching for the  
Jaguar. Exploring the river and streams will reveal monkeys,  
Anacondas, Giant Otters and of course many bird species.  The river 
boat guides are exceptionally skilled at searching for the Jaguar and 
when one is sighted on the river by another boat, a signal is given 
where it is located.  The boat Captain will take off like a rocket to join 
the other boats looking for the Jaguar.  It is so disciplined at these 
boat gatherings.  There is an unwritten rule of etiquette amongst the  
riverboat captains on how to come in and get your shot and then 
move out letting other boats come in to get a chance to take a shot.  
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This process repeats itself and is continuous, so that each 
boat gets its fair share of opportunities to get great shots. It is  
truly remarkable how this works. Nobody gets upset.  Return-
ing to the hotel from the river cruise will be an opportunity to 
have lunch and a short rest prior to going out again to explore 
what the river will reveal in the afternoon.  At the end of the  
afternoon boat excursion, we head back to the marina, have 
dinner and call it a day.  No question, talking and sharing  
exciting experiences will be the center of dinner discussion.

DAY 11 – OCTOBER 27
This is the third day of morning and afternoon boat excursions 
on the Cuiaba River.  Continuing to explore the river and streams 
for wildlife is so exciting.  Breakfast, lunch and dinner included.

DAY 12 - OCTOBER 28
Today, departure from this fantastic location takes place 
and the group will journey to the last lodge in the Northern  
Pantanal.  The travel time back on the Transpantaneria to 
the last location is approximately 31/2 hours. On arrival 
lunch will be served. Afterwards walking the property 
or taking a drive will be the choice offered.  Tapir 
has been seen on two occasions at this lodge so 
hopefully they will appear again.  Dinner and bed!

DAY 13 – OCTOBER 29
Early morning drive after breakfast for one last 
chance to take amazing photos of wildlife in the 

Northern Pantanal will be on the agenda.  After the morning 
drive, time to pack up and leave for Cuiaba airport. Here is where 
the journey home begins.  The first flight is back to Campinas 
(Sao Paulo) to make the overnight connection back home to 
the USA.  During the flight home you will be remembering the 
fantastic photos of unique wildlife you have been exposed to in 
the Pantanal.  You will be anxious to see your photos to really 
see the treasures you have been given as memories of your trip 
to his ironic location called the Pantanal.

DAY 14 – OCTOBER 30
Morning arrival back in the USA and tour end!
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TOUR COST

Tour cost for the 14-day tour to the 
Pantanal October 17 – 30, 2023 is 
$8,657 per person sharing a double 
room.  Single supplement is an addi-
tional $890.

Initial deposit of $4,000 will be due 
when you make a commitment to 
come on this tour. However, ear-
ly commitment to the tour can 
postpone initial deposit until Jan. 
1, 2023.   Final payment of $4,657  
(balance of the total tour cost), will 
be due on or before July 15, 2023. 
The Pantanal is usually busy this 
time of the year so securing space 
as early as possible has become a 
priority.  We always try and keep our 
tour group small.  As a result, the 
maximum number of guests we will 
take on this trip is six people.  This is 
truly a trip of a lifetime to personal-
ly see and experience wildlife in the 
real raw!

WHAT THE TOUR COST INCLUDES

• All overnight accommodations
• All meals (breakfast, lunch and dinner)
• Ground transportation in air-conditioned vehicles
• Mineral water when in vehicles or boats
• All guided tours on land and on river boats
• English speaking guide
• All park and Pantanal conservation fees
• Domestic flight from Campo Grande to Cuiaba.
• Hotel accommodation in Campo Grande
• Photo assistance when required

WHAT IS NOT INCLUDED IN THE TOUR COST

•  International airfare from your home city to Campo Grande Brazil and  
return international airfare from Cuiaba, Brazil to your home city.

• Alcoholic beverages or special drinks not included in the menu.
• Laundry service
• Telephone or internet fees
• Travel and Medical insurance
• Special medications or shots for travelling to Brazil
• Passport or visa fees (US citizens as well as other countries no longer require visas)
•  Guide tips.  Recommended $10 per day per person.  We collect them the  

last day of the tour and present them to the guide at dinner. Tipping is  
totally discretionary.
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OTHER INFORMATION
1. General information on what to bring will be sent out to 
all guests approximately 60 days prior to the tour date.  Such in-
formation would include what clothes to bring, camera and lens-
es and peripheral photo gear as well as a list of general items.
2. It is highly recommended that each person purchase trip 
cancellation, travel and medical insurance covering your trip.  
Travel insurance usually covers trip cancellation, delays, lost 
baggage etc. while medical insurance covers any medical issue 

you may encounter on your trip and medical evacuation cover-
age for emergencies.  You can research travel trip and medical 
plans via the internet.  There are many fine companies offering 
excellent coverage.  Make sure you read the claim experience 
people have had as it is often a good gauge of the company 
should you need to make a claim.
3. Make sure your passport is up to date and has at least 
six months validity prior to expiry date.  Also, you must have 
at least two blank VISA pages located at the back of your pass-
port.  Do not confuse endorsement pages as visa pages as they 
are totally different things.
4. Review and renew any health shots that you should 
have for travelling to the Pantanal in Brazil.  Yellow Fever vacci-
nations have been required and are good for ten years.  Malar-
ia medications is recommended but not required.  Of course, 
please make sure you are fully vaccinated for Covid 19 and 
have received all the shots you have available to you.
5. All guests are required to sign a Disclaimer and Assump-
tion of Risk form prior to departure on any Nature’s Tapestry 
Photo Adventure Tour.  We will provide you with the forms 
when you commit to the tour.
6. Please remember that you do not need to be a profes-
sional photographer to join us on this exciting trip.  If you are a 
novice just starting out to become interested in photography, 
an intermediate or even a professional experienced photogra-
pher it really does not matter.  Video, point and shoot or even 
your cell phone is fine to use on this tour to the Pantanal.
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NATURE’S TAPESTRY JLM, LLC, DBA:  
NATURE’S TAPESTRY PHOTO ADVENTURE TOURS,  

IS REGISTERED WITH THE STATE OF FLORIDA  
AS A SELLER OF TRAVEL,    

REGISTRATION NO. ST39587

Please give us an indication of your interest 
in this tour.  We would love to have you join 
us and experience the wild and wonderful 
PANTANAL!  You will remember this experi-
ence forever.

CONTACT INFORMATION
Judy Lynn and Gary Malloch
Email:  gnmalloch@gmail.com
Phone: 561-756-0341
NATURE’S TAPESTRY JLM, LLC

All photos are protected by U.S. copyright laws and may not be used 
for personal, commercial, or educational purposes without contacting 
us to obtain written permission.  Acknowledging the source of the 
copyrighted photo does not substitute for obtaining permission. 


